Documented composition of cadaveric skeletal remains in the University of Cape Town Human Skeletal Collection, South Africa.
The University of Cape Town Human Skeletal Collection is one of the oldest documented skeletal collections in South Africa. The skeletal remains housed in this collection have been used for a variety of studies, but no complete description of the composition of the collection currently exists in the published literature. The aim of this study is to provide a detailed description of the composition of the cadaveric collection to encourage use thereof by national and international researchers. As of 2016, the collection contained the skeletal remains of 343 cadaveric individuals, 163 of which have mostly complete crania and postcrania. The male to female ratio of the collection is approximately 3:2. White individuals constitute 70% of the collection, with smaller contributions by individuals of the Black and Coloured population groups. Most of the individuals in the collection were 60-90 years old at death, though the mean age of the Black and Coloured groups was much lower, likely due to differences in origin of the cadavers received by the Faculty of Health Sciences. The most common reported cause of death in the collection was circulatory disease, followed by neoplasms and respiratory disease. Despite differences in the composition of this collection and the provincial and national demographic profiles, the collection remains an invaluable resource for training and research in a wide variety of scientific fields.